Christianity has strongly influenced the
German language for centuries. The Reformation and the
establishment of different denominations have also led to
differences in language use between Catholics and Protest-
ants. The relationship between language and denomination
has not yet been studied for the present-day language. The
aim of this project is to analyze texts of today's public radio
sermons at different linguistic levels and to find out if
denominational differences in language use can still be
detected today — 500 years after the Reformation.

To identify denominational linguistic
differences, we examine the radio sermons by asking the
following questions: How do the Catholic and Protestant
authors structure their sermons? What content do they
consider relevant and how is it conveyed linguistically? Do
the denominations use the same content and linguistic
means, or do denominational preferences emerge?

In our project, we examine more than
20,000 German radio sermons from 2012-2024. They range
from 90-second sermons from Kirche in 1Live to 2.5-minute
sermons on HR4 and SWR4 and to 4-minute sermons on
WDR4 (scan the QR code below for a sound sample). To get
also an impression of the historical development, we have a
corpus of 272 historical radio sermons (2300 pages) from
the National Socialist era and 96 radio sermons (800 pages)
from the GDR era.

The digitization, machine-readable
text preparation and enrichment with metadata and
annotations of the radio sermons had to be solved
differently for each time period. The solutions with their
individual steps can be seen in fig. 1, examples in fig. 2-3.

The
current corpus is enriched with annotations. To be able to
analyze the sermons linguistically, each of the 10 million
words must be tagged with its word class (POS tagging),
each word form must be lemmatized, and syntactic
structures such as nominal phrases or verbal phrases must
be identified. We performed these annotations
automatically in CorpusExplorer.
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Visualization of the corpus preparation with its individual steps from the originals to the machine-readable texts with metadata.

A mixed-methods approach is used that is
both corpus-driven and corpus-based, combining quantitative
and qualitative methods. First, the corpus is examined using
guantitative analyses, without narrowly defined questions and
concrete hypotheses. With machine support, frequently used
words and patterns of linguistic acting can be identified. These
are then used as a starting point for more in-depth quantitative
and qualitative analyses, also using corpus-based methods. The
radio sermons are thus analyzed corpus-pragmatically and
qualitatively-hermeneutically. We use CorpusExplorer, a software
that offers a wide range of methods for both types of analysis.
For instance, we perform frequency, cooccurrence, keyword and
N-gram analysis (see fig. 4 and 5).

Example: Digitizing a modern radio sermon.

Konfirmationsspruch,
Pfarrerin, Evangelische,

Pfingsten, Priester,
heilig, Heil, Bischof,

M. . I I
ission, Islam, Advent, Altar, Beten,

Bethlehem, Geist, Gemeinde,
Glaubensbekenntnis,
Gottesdienst, Heiligabend, Herr,
Herrgott, Jerusalem, Karfreitag,
Kirchenjahr, Kirchenlied,
Kirchenraum, Kreuz, Krippe,
Offenbarung, Osterfest, Psalm,
Samariter, Schuld, Seele, Segen,
auferstehen, christlich,
erschaffen, ewig, gesegnet,
segnen, selig

Gnade, Pfarrer, Bibel,
Konfirmation,
Kirchenfenster,

Andacht,

Bibelgeschichte, Reue,

Reformation, Bibeltext,

Bibelvers, Jakob, Noah,

Gottvertrauen,
evangelisch, Vers,
Demut, Paradies,

Nazareth, Fastenzeit,
Himmelreich, Hostie,
Evangelium, geistlich,
Heilige, theologisch,
Seelsorge, Christentum,
Berufung, Papst,
katholisch, Spaltung,
Bibelstelle, Fromme,
Moschee,
Kirchengebaude,

Meditation, meditieren, Adam, Gesetz,

schuldig, Bibelspruch,
Taufe

verdammen,
Kommunion, Pfarrei

Shared and denominational vocabulary.
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Similarities between Catholic and Protestant Radio Sermons

Large shared vocabulary

Thematic focus: Talking about God, people, the relevance of God in their
everyday life

Preferences of

Protestant Radio Sermons Catholic Radio Sermons

Bible stories, Bible
people from the Bible

Church, church holidays and feasts,
veneration of saints and Mary,
current events

Frequency analyses: show frequent
use of the noun "church"
Cooccurrence analyses: "my church”,
church holidays and structures,
critical statements

Name analyses: Mary, saints' names,
popes

N-gram analyses: Language patterns
in 1st person

quotations,

Frequency analyses: show frequent
use of the noun "bible"

Cooccurrence analyses: much biblical
vocabulary, e.g., around "God"

Name analyses: Use of numerous
personal names from the Bible

N-gram analyses: reveal language
patterns to introduce biblical
quotations or are biblical quotations
7-grams
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Heute ist wieder Montag, und
weil
Es gibt ja immer was zu feiern
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Examples of Protestant and Catholic N-grams.

With the help of contrastive corpus linguistic,
machine-based analyses and qualitative hermeneutic
studies, we can demonstrate that even today, 500 years
after the Reformation, denominational language differences
still exist in certain fields. These are closely linked to the
different theological orientations of the denominations and
thus reflect linguistically different Catholic and Protestant
orthodoxies.
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